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Å Improve skills and knowledge of  funding, designing, 
and managing justice sector programs in post-conflict 
and transitional states

Å Increase opportunities for coordination and 
collaboration among USG donors, implementers, 
nongovernmental organizations, academic institutions, 
foreign governments, and multilateral institutions

JUSTRAC TRAINING PROGRAM GOALS



Å Strengthen justice sector programing to achieve positive 
improvements in the ability of  host countries to reform 
their legal systems

Å Provide all stakeholders an opportunity to share 
experiences regarding justice sector programing

JUSTRAC TRAINING PROGRAM GOALS



Key Justice Sector Reform Principles
and

Competing Definitions of  the Rule of  Law



WHAT IS RULE OF LAW?
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Source: Brian Tamanaha, On the Rule of  Law



Rule of  law is a principle of  governance in which all persons, institutions 
and entities, public and private, including the State itself, are accountable 
to laws that are publicly promulgated, equally enforced, and independently 
adjudicated, and which are consistent with international human rights 
principles.1

1Sec. Gen. of  the United Nations 2004; JAG, Rule of  Law Handbook; USAID’s Guide to Rule of 
Law Country Analysis: The Rule of  Law Strategic Framework, vetted in 2003, updated 2010
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I. Government is accountable 
under the law.

II. Laws are clear, publicized, stable, 
and fair, and protect fundamental 
rights and security.

III. The process by which the laws are enacted, 
administered, and enforced is accessible, fair, and 
efficient.

IV. Access to justice is provided by competent, ethical, and 
independent adjudicators (with adequate resources and 
reflective of  community).2

2World Justice Project
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An independent, impartial judiciary; the presumption of innocence; the right to a fair and

public trial without undue delay; a rational and proportionate approach to punishment; a

strong and independent legal profession; strict protection of confidential communications

betweenlawyerand client; equality of all beforethe law; theseareall fundamentalprinciples

of the Rule of Law. Accordingly, arbitrary arrests; secrettrials; indefinite detention without

trial; cruel or degrading treatment or punishment; intimidation or corruption in the electoral

process,are all unacceptable. The Rule of Law is the foundation of a civilized society. It

establishes a transparent process accessible and equal to all. It ensures adherence to

principles that both liberate and protect.3

3 International Bar Association, 2009
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Rule of  Law and Democracy Promotion

COMPLEMENTARY/CONTENDING APPROACHES





ROL/Justice Sector Reform and Development

COMPLEMENTARY/CONTENDING APPROACHES



Å Supply versus Demand approaches

Å Top/Down versus Bottom/Up approaches

Å “Lessons learned” and “best practices” vs. each case is 
unique
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Å 2-3 year funding cycle with measurable outcomes vs. 
multigenerational change that progresses in fits and 
starts

Å Bricks and mortar

Å Personnel trained

Å Convictions (never acquittals)

Å Measuring effort vs. impact
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